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WOES CI Pon To x - 


 Preached before the 


KING 


Lament. Chap. 4. Verſes 19, 20, & part of the 21. 


Our Perſecutors are ſwifter than the Eagles of the 
Heaven, they purſued us upon the Mountains , they 
laid wait for us in the Wilderneſs. 

1 be breath of our Noſtrils , the Anointed of the Lord 
was taken im their Pits, of whom we ſaid, Under his 

adow we ſhall live among the Heathen. 

Rejoyce and be glad, O Daughter of Edom , that dwel- 
left in the Land of Uz , the Cup alſo ſhall paſs 
through unto thee-------- 


N this our great day of Expiation for the 
Blood of the uſt ( lo {ad an Occaſion 
ſcarce any People ever had to Afi 


their Souls) methinks to fix our Deyotions no 
A 2 Book 


(4). 
Book of holy Scripture offers it ſelf fo naturally 
to our thoughts, as do's this Book of the Lamen- 
tations,written by the chief Mourner,the Prophet 
Jeremiah, weeping over the Aſhes of a King, 
over the Ruines of: a late Glarious Church and 
Empire : Here we have all the Riſe, the Pro» 
greſs, and the Concluſion of a dreadful Cala- 
mity like our own ; It began by ſome ill hu- 
mors fexmenting ,- or rather , by ſome ſtrange 
Fury working in the Kingdom, as Ch.r. 1:3. from 
above he-hath ſent a fire into my bones , and'it prevail- 
eth againſt them. The Original of all our Miſchief 
was Civil Diſcord, and ſee what horrid effects 
are produced by Difcard , the Fundamental 
Eaws were broken, Ch. 4. 11. 'Fhe Lord------ 
bath kindled-a fire in Sion, and it hath devoured the 
foundations thereof. Their Church was deſtroyed 
as ours was attempted to be, ſo it follows, and 
be bath violently taken away his Tabernacle, ch. 2. 6. 
then are the Church-men brought on the Stage 
to ſuffer, the Prieſt and the Prophet were ſlain.in the 
Sanftuary , Ch: 2. 20. who: can read-it without 
reflefting now ſo long after on that glorious 
Company of Martyrs, and Confeſlors, of the 
Prelacy. and Clergy of theſe three Kingdoms ? 
But that which gave the mortal wound to their 
ſinking Kingdom was the Death of their King, 
as it is here cs down, T he breath of our Noſtrils, 
| t 


(5) 
the Anointed of the Lord was taken in their Pits , of 
whom we ſaid, Under his ſhadow we ſhall live , as if 
they had all fallen and dyed with him. Juſt io 
when the black Cloud that for many years had 
been ſeen hanging, and as it were hovering over 
us, broke at the- laſt with a Thunder-ſtroke 
upon the head of our King, it was felt by every 
one of us ; Ther our Enemies had us in their 
hands to do what they pleas'd with us, and they 
quickly did the reſt of their miſchievous work, 
ſo maliciouſly were they ſet againſt us ; for my. Text 
gives their jult Character , Our Perſecutors were - 
ſwifter than Eagles, ſwitter to- perſecute us than 
Eagles are for their prey. And as an Eagle will 
venture on any prey, and at her peril ſome- 
times will even ſnatch from the Altar, ſo theſe 
Sacrilegious Wretches, as Hoſea ch. 8. 1. uſes the 
Metaphor , came- like an Eagle againſt the Houſe of 
the Lord. For the next words, T hey purſued us upon 
the Mountains , they laid wait for us in the Wilderneſs, 

in the moſt literal ſence many of.us; by a wo- 
ful Experience, have underſtood:them. Then 
conſidering how the Churches enemies of ano- 
ther ſort, when they ſaw this, inſulted over 
her Miſeries, ſhe gives them Joy of it, Rejoyce, 

0 Daughter of Edom, iraporting as well the Folly- 
as Impotence of their Malice, a.Malice that 


had nothing in it of a Man, but was, as another 
Prophet: 


(6) 
'Prophet calls all fin, the work of an Imperious whe- 
riſh woman. The Daughter of Edom, becauſe the 
Progeny of Eſau, the Edomites were the natu- 
ral, the hereditary Enemies of the Sons of Jacob, 
Rejoyce then, O Daughter of Edom , 1 might apply 
it to our circumſtances at that time, and j ; 
Rejoyce O Rome,thou wert a gainer indeed when 
this ſtout Champion of the Church of England 
was overthrown. But in general, Rejoyce, while 
you can Repoyxce , whoſoever you are, that were 
Exalted and Rais'd by his Fall, for now it comes 
in the laſt place , The Cup ſhall paſs through unto 
thee, as who ſhould ſay, Even you that lookt on 
and Applauded this Tragedy while it was Act- 
ing , then much more you that Acted it, ſhall 
your felyes be made a Tragical Example one 
.day. For Blood-thirſty and-Deceitful men: ſhall not 
live out half their days, and O how ſuddenly ſhall they 
conſume, periſh, and come ta a fearful end ? 
But it may be objected (as if my Text which 
I have thus run over were not ſo exactly proper 
for the Day as I would make it) that there are as 
many and as great Incongruities as there are Si- 
militudes to be found between this Story and 
ours. As this may almoſt ever be objected 
againſt that Fanciful way (which I affe&t not) of 
drawing Parallels, and hunting out lke paſſages 
in Sacred and Civil Hiſtory ; As for inftance ir 


may 


(7) 


may eaſily be obſerved, that the King lamented 
here by the Propher is no good man , but one 
of thoſe that did evil in the ſight of the Lord ; for I 
cannot imagine that JFeremah's complaint of the 
Lords Anointed taken in their pits, ſhould be (as 
ſome would have it) quite carried off from the 
time of the Captivity which he bemoans, back 
ro Joſiah , the moſt Excellent King Fofiah, who 
if he ſhould be meant here, yet there's no que- 
ſtion, the Prophet means it alſo of Zedechiah. 
Now, I confeſs, Zedechiah ought not be compa- 
red, not to be nam'd in competition with our 
Royal Martyr. Befides,that unhappy Prince was 
fairly conquered by a Foreign Enemy whom he 
had obſtinately provokt and outrag'd. Laſtly, 
ſince here is nothing of unkindneſs from his own 
Subjects, though otherwiſe much of ſadneſs in 
his. Story, what affinity has this with our Scene 
of horror a&ed by a Kings own Subjects, ſome 
of them his menial Servants becoming his Ene- 
mies , God allo-petmitting his Enemies to be - 
his Judges , to be his Executioners, with a pre- 
tence of the Law on their ſide, with all the 
Formality and Solemnity , or rather horrible - 
mockery of Publick Juſtice ? Now to ſuch a. 
Barbarity as this , what ts there comparable in 
the Text or the Context before us 2 - 


Bur if the Text I have pitcht upon fall any. 
| thing 


(.8) 
thing ſhort of my Subje&, the fault is-none of 
mine, but theirs that committed ſuch a-Crime 
as before there was nothing like it, ſuch an 
 Unparallel'd Villany , as notwithſtanding the 
admirable fulneſs of Holy Scripture affording 
ns innumerable and thoſe moſt wonderful Ex- 
amples.in every kind ; yet there is not one Pre- 
{ident of any King from the firſt to the Second 
Adam, that luffered in any ſuch, or the like Cir- 
cumſtances., as our AfﬀMiated Soveraign : He 
might indeed have us'd the Lamentation ch. 1. 
12. as fitteſt for him of any man , Is it nothin 

to you all ye that paſs by ? behold and ſee if there be 
any /orrow like unto my ſorrow, which is done unto me, 
wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his 
fierce Anger ! For after there have been ſo man 

Plotters of High Treaſon, ſo many Abſoloms and 
Shimeis and Shebas that have rebell'd and rail'd 
and blown the Trumpet of Sedition againſt 
their Kings, after ſo many Ravillacs and King- 
killers in their wiſhes and deſigns ar leaſt more 
than ever there have been Kings; yet after all 
this, Majeſty was never treated with that utter 
Contempt, never ſo trampled under foot as it 
was this day. When Marc. Antony the Roman 
Triumyir was lo inſolently cruel as to behead 
Antigonus the King of Judea, though that King- 
dom had been ſurrendred before, ro Pompey the 
| Great, 


| 4 - =-;i09 ) 
| Great, and had ſubmitted it ſelf ro:the Roman 


State, and ſoon after that might ſay they had no 
King but Ceſar , (nor did Chriſt gainlſay it) yet 


ro cut off a Crown'd Head *-Joſephus' quotes a * 7. Artiq. 


notable paſſage out of an impartial Hiſtorian, 
that was Strabo (and makes it his own by quo- 
ting it) refle&ting upon this Tranſaction, as a 
new thing under the Sun : He was the firſt of Romans 
(ſays he) that ſubjefied a King to the Ax , ſuppoſms 
that the infamy of this Would obſcure his Renown. 
And yet (lays he) could not the Jews be induc't to call 
Herod King, in ſo bigh eſteem and accountdid they hold 
their former King. No doubt ſuch lawleſs, ſuch 
inhuman proceedings againſt onethat had born 
a Scepter , had a moſt ugly Aſpe&t to all the 
World , as to all the people of Rome had the 
head of Cicero (that great Stateſman and the ſole 
Preſerver of his Country) when it was ſever'd 
from his body , and ſet up by Command of che 
ſame Tyrant 4ntony in the open Pleading-place, 
which (as Plutarch in the Life of Cicero tells us) 
was A moſt harrid SpeEtacle to the Romans,who thought 
they ſaw not Cicero's head, but the Image of Antony 
rather,and his Bloody mind. So when the ſame Antony 
preſently after Julius Ceſar was ſlain in the Senate- 
houſe , ſhew'd them but the Emperors Robe-as 
It was flaſht and bloody'd with the woundsthey 
had given him, the People ran into Arms, tore 

B — ſome 


(10) 
ſame--in pieces whom they. took-for Conſpira- 
rors, forc't Brutus and Caſfus to fly the Ciry. 
What if after the Government had been efta- 
bliſht as it was upon his Succeſſors , what if a 
few of the Senators, excluding the reft , had 
preſum'd to deal thus with an Auguſtus, or a 
Titus the. Joy and Comfort of Mankind ? What 
if they had ventur'd as far as our Parricides 
did ? Suppoſe, I ſay, they had Rebelld and 
prevail'd , had try'd him before themſelves, as 
an High Court of Juſtice , and under that falle 
colour had butcher'd him in cold blood , how 
would all the World , though ic was not then 


Chriſtian, have reſented it > How would all 


their Subjects have riſen like one man to call 
thoſe Villains to account for it > What ſtrange 
variety of Tortures ſhould have been invented 
to execute thoſe: over and over again as the 
common Enemies of -Mankind that had any 
hand in it ?- 

There was indeed one Inſtance more, 
though it has not been ſo commonly ob- 
ſery'd , of the ſame abominable kind , though 


not with ſuch odious aggravating Circumſtan- 


* Naucleru Ces 2s theſe ; yet ſomething like this caſe. For 
Chron. Ge: * Conradine the young King of Naples and Sicily 


ner. 43. 
Spondanis 


purſuing but his hereditary Right -to his King- 


Annal, Eccleſ. anno 1269. $. 7. Bzovim Anua.;. Eccleſ. anno 1268, F. 2. 


doms, 
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doms , whereof Four Popes ſucceflively had De- 
privd him, and at laſt Clement the Fourth had 
formally Excommunicated and Depos'd him, 
and had beſtow'd his Dominions upon Charles 
of Anjou , Brother to that King Lewis of France, 
whom they ſtyle the Saint, he was by this unjuſt 
Pretender in aur defeated in a Batcle, 
raken, and carried away Captive to his own 
Imperial Cityof Naples, Condemn'd by a High 
Court of Mock-Juſtice there, a bloody Junto 
of his own Subje&s (Zealous Catholicks till) 
that joyn'd againſt him , he was Condemn'd, 
I ſay , to dye upon a Scaffold, And that he 
was ſentenc't to Death by way of Formal Pro- 
ceſs, (let the Papiſts clear thoſe that were of 
their Communion of it, if they can) that it was 
done, I fay, in a Judicial manner is ſufficient- 
ly provd by one moſt remarkable paſlage, 
( which the Pope's own Hiſtorian inſerts into 
this Diſmal ſtory) that no ſooner had the Pro- 
tonotary made an end of reading the Sentence of 
Death upon his King, but Robert Earl of Flanders, 
whom the intruding Uſurper , the Great Mur- 


Spondanus i12 
An. 1269. 
s.8. 


derer, had made his Son-in-law ; yet one that 


had all along mainly oppos'd ſuch barbarous 
Proceedings as theſe , ſo juſtly odious ro:God 
and all worthy men : The Earl , I lay, tranl- 
ported with exceſſive paſſion and indignation, 

B 2 executed 
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execlited a. Judgment of Zeal upon that: wic- 
ked Miniſter and curſed Inſtrument of their In- 
juſtice, immediately drawing his Sword and 
ſheathing it again in the heartof the Protonotary, 
: one indeed moſt worthy of-Death., had it been. 
legally inflicted, one not fit to be ſuffer'd to live, 
- but moſt unfit to be ſo hurried out of the World 
with ſo much guilt upon him. But notwithſtand- 
ing all the violent Oppoſition that good men 
made againſt it, they brought this brave Youth 
the King of Sicily to the Scaffold , where ha- 
ving made his dying Appeal to all the Chriſtian 
World, and baving with his own mouth pro- 
claim'd his next Heir to be his lawful Succeflor, 
in token of Inveſting him, or giving him Seiſin, 
of the Kingdom , throwing his Gauntlet down 
among the people that crowded to ſee and la- 
ment his. Death , he kneel'd down and \ub- 
mitted his Neck to. the Ax. Indeed: to make. 
ſome ridiculous Honourable Amends to his Name, 
or rather to obſerve a prepoſterous Decorum in 
Villany, as ſoon as ever the baſe Executioner had 
done the Deed , that he might never be able 
to ſhew. the hand that took off a Royal Head; 
another Hangman ſtood ready. as he was ap- 
pointed to give Him his Death upon the ſpot ;. 
Br with us (Good God!) thoſe Furies-in the 
Frocks and Yizors were ſhelter'd and diſmiſt, no- 
doubt, 


(13) 
doubt, with ample Recompence. But for this 
Noble Exploit I have been relating , this was 
done by the Church of Rome's Fifth Monarchy: 
men , Aﬀertors I mean of the Papal-Univerſal 
Monarchy , T heir Fanaticks may boaſt, if they 
pleaſe, they were before-hand with Ours, and 
caught them. the Art of killimg a King Ceremoni- 
ouſly, as if it had not been a dereſtable Aſlafſina- 
tion , but a warrantable Execution, they fer 
them an Example with brazen open-face't im- 
piety , like Devils at Noon-day, to inſult over 
Royal Blood. 

But as I obſerv'd in the caſe of Zedekiah the 
King' in my Text, ſo it was in this modern 
Inſtance of King (onradine. He was indeed 
very” barbarouſly put to Death, ir was done 
with Pomp and Pageantry. Bur this was done 
: by a Conqueror , and that a Stranger, who 

with an Army of Foreigners having'invaded and 
got his Crown-, after that gain'd the Conſent 
and Votes of the Syndicks or Deputies of his own- 
convening from all the principal Cities of the 
Kingdom to take his Lite: Bur for our Ewliſh 
Regicides, they all of them were born his Ma- 
| jefty's own Subjects, no Foreign Invaders they, 
bur errand-Rebels and Traitors, whom God's 
unſearchable Providence permitted to get the 
better of him in-a Civil War , fo-far they have 
Out- 


nus Annal. 


See Sponda- 


Eccleſ. anno 
I269. $. 7. 


(14) 
--out-done this Pattern ſo long ago ſet theni' by 
the Neapolitans ; they have been alrogether 
monſtrous beyond all Example. 

Yer for all this I aſſure my "elf that my Text 
will reach my Subje&t ; for I could alledge a 
great Conſent of Interpreters, Son this Lamen- 
ration of Jeremy is Prophetically fore-ſpoken of 
Chriſt's Paſſion ; and a very Learned man has 
theſe words, chat there is not any of the Ancient 
Writers but do apply, yea in a manner appropriate ſome 
ſpeeches here to our Saviour. Now it the King in my 
Text be undoubtedly a Type of Chriſt, (and 
ſo in ſome reſpects Zedekiah might be, notwith- 
Randing that he did evil m the fight of the Lord, as 
the Curſed Ham in Noahs Ark, yet made up 
the Apoſtles Figure of thoſe that were ſavd by 
Baptiſm) Then this Example of a Crucified 
God will not equal only, but upon all accounts 
excel, and go beyond the Martyrdom of the 
Beſt King and the Beſt man, infinitely more than 
even the Murther of His Majeſty exceeded all 
other inſtances of Cruelty {ince the World be- 
gan. But if we are warranted to argue from 
the \uflerings of thoſe under the Old Teftament 
that were Types of Chriſt, to the perſecutions 
of *Chriſtians under the New, for lo do's the 
Apoſtle infer from the Tyranny that Iſhmael 
exercisd on Iſaac the heir of promiſe , As he that 
was 
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was born after the fleſh perſecuted him that was born 
of the Spirit , even ſo it is now ; Then we may 
very warrantably , ſo we do it proportionably 
and reverently, draw our Saviour's own Suffer- 
ings into conſequence. And if the ſame Apoſtle 
S. Paul had reaſon to ſay with an humble great- 
neſs, that he fill'd up that Which is behind of the af- 
fliftions of Chrift in bis fleſh, then I may preſume 
to ſay with Reverence, Thar as the King in 
my Text was a Type of Chriſt, ſo Chriſt him- 
ſelf (who every where makes his own Suffer- 
ings 2 figure of our Mortifications) Chriſt , [ 
ſay, as he was King of the Jews and the Proto- 
Martyr, he was in a ſpecial manner an Idea 
of this' Sacred King and Martyr; and I may 
juſtly apply to our ſelves another paſſage of 
S. Paul's to the Theſſalonians for I do but make 
ſuch another application as he did, though 
perhaps 'tis one of the ſharpeſt Satyrs in all the - 
Bible , For ye have ſuffered like things of your own 
Country-men , even as they of the Fews who both kill d 
the Lord Jeſus and their own Prophets , have perſe- 
cuted us, and they pleaſe not God, and are contrary to 
all men. 

Though I cannor fatisfie my ſelf ro make any 
part of a Sermon for this Day with fo little re- 
ference to the Death of the Saint, as to fall in- 
to any Common Place of Divinity at this time ; 
yet 
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yet not to deſert my Text , I ſhall put the 
words into their Natural Order, and take my 
Riſe from thence to diſcourſe on theſe three 
- Heads. 

| 1. How Inviolable and Sacred the Life and 
Perſon of the King, his Office, his Crown, his 
Dignity ought to have been in the eyes of all 
his Subjects, and what an ineſtimable Treaſure 
we loſt in our King , fince as a King he had a 
Right , and as a good King he had a ſpecial 
Right to theſe three glorious Titles, The breath 
of our Noſtrils , the Anointed of the Lord, and He 
of whom we ſaid, Under his ſhadow we ſhall live among 
the Heathen. | 

2. From thoſe other words, Our Perſecutors 
were ſwifter than the Eagles of the Heaven , they pur- 
fued us upon the mountains , they laid wait for us in 
the wilderneſs, T be Anointed of the Lord was taken in 
m their pits, &c. from this I ſhall take occaſion 
ro-ſhew the raging Nature of Uſurping Ty- 
rants, the Hypocriſie, the Villany, the Furiou(- 
neſs of-our King-killers. 

2. I ſhall obſerve to you how manifeſt and 
| ſevere the Divine Revenge has been on theſe 
men of blood, and how it has far'd with King- 
killers, as here with the Daughter of Edom : though 
the Edomites were but Acceſſories to this King's 
Death by Rejoycmg at it, when the men of Ba- 
EY bylon 
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bylon a&ted it as the Principals ; yet the Cup , the 
Cup of trembling in the hand of the Lord, ſhould 
paſs through unto them. 

1. How Inviolable and Sacred the Life and 
Perſon of the King, his Office, his Crown, his 
Dignity ought to have been in the eyes of all 
his Subje&s, and what an ineſtimable Treaſure 
we loſt in our King : fince as a King he had a 
Right, and as a good King he had a ſpecial 
Right to theſe three glorious Titles, The breath 
of our Noſtrils, the Anointed of the Lord, and He 
under whoſe ſhadow we ſhould live among the Heathen. 

Fir(t then the breath of our Noſtrils ; that is, the 
very Soul of his. People ; for he gives motion 
tro all the Members of his Commonwealth; 
He as the mighty Genius is to Command and 
Rule and Manage the Politic, as the Soul do's 
rhe-Natural Body. But if He be the Soul of the 
Nation, then it follows again that his Power 
is Deriv'd from Above, and is held from none 
under Heaven : So man became a Livms Soul, 
when Almighty God had breathed mto him the 
breath of Life : ſo the Spirit is laid to return to God 
that gave it , toſhew it proceeds from Himlelt 
by a more dire&t Emanation : ſo Chriſt gave 
the Holy Ghoſt by breathing on his Apoſtles , to 
aſlure us their Power deſcended immediately 
from God himſelf ; Even ſo the Power of Kings 
C Is 
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is of God's own Creating. They fetch their Au- 

thority from Him , and not from rhe Peoples 
Conſent, even in Elective Kingdoms where the 
People chuſe them. - Why, I hope, a Wife may 
chuſe her Husband , a Servant may chuſe his 
Maſter whom he will ſerve ; yer neither the 
one nor the other do confer upon the Superior 
Relation that Power or that Authority by 
which he governs Them, and by the virtue of 
which they are bound to Obey Him. Bur then 
if the Kingly Power be of God , and be to his 
People as the Soul of man isto the Body , then 
the King is the Image of God ; fo is every man 
in ſome degree ; much more fo is every good 
man an Image of God ; but Kings are fo more 

than other men ; and good Kings very much 

more than other Kings , and this exceeding 

good, this Holy Royal Martyr was ſo in a moſt 

extraordinary manner. Now if in all thele re- 

peas He was as the Soul of his Kingdoms, 

and his Power ordai'd of God, and himſelf the 

Image of God, then by confequence all theſe Pre- - 
rogatives were as inſeparable from his Divine 
CharaQter ofa King, as theſe Ads and Offices 
are from the Human Soul. Laftly, as none bur 
God can judge both Soul and body, ſo none 
but God can judge both King and People ; and 
none but God was a Competent Judge of the 


King. 
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King. So upon the whole matter the refulr is 
this, They that were fo Audacious to fic upon 
his Life , to pals the Sentence of Death , and 
ſhed the Blood of the King ; in Him that: was 
the breath of our Noſtrils to us all, they did what 
in them lay to aſſaſſinate three Kingdoms. 

Secondly, "The Jnainted of the Lord : That allo 
denotes: a Supremacy annext to Reality. Waſt 
thau not made the Elead of the Tribes of Iſrael, and the 
Lord anainted thee King over Tjrael , {aith God by 
Samuel his Prophet to King Saul ? It ſuppoles a 
man thereby to be made a God, (who is pleas'd 
thenceforth to lend him one of the Royalties of 

Heaven 3 his own great Name, I have ſaid ye are 
Gads) and one of thole who are called the Chriſts 
of God , for by-Chrift is meant Aminted ; One 
chat is hallow'd , one that is ſeparated from his 
Brethren : And therefore David long after Saul 
was Anointed , yet acknowledg'd this virtue of 
his Un&tion , very long after the Spirit of God 
was departed from Saul;. to ſhew that Dominion 
is not founded in Grace : nay many years after that 
David had been Anointed himſelf to ſucceed in 
the Kingdom,. and was in ſo near a view of the 
Crown, yet ſtill he own'd the indeleble Cha- 
racter of King Saul , with God forbid that T ſhould 

ſtretch forth my band againſt the Lord's Anomted : So 
again faith the ſame Holy: man who ſpoke, by 
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the Spirit of God to the' Amalekite , Waſt thou not 
afraid to ſtretch forth thy. hand againſt the Lord's 
Anointed? What ! afraid of a conquer'd King 
unable to defend himfelf, much leſs afford Pro- 
tection to any Subject ? Is not. that enough to 
unking him ? Yes; if we owe him leaſt afi- 
tance when he needs it moſt. But to ſtand 
in awe of him when the Chariots and Horſmen 
follow'd bard after bim ; to make a Dread Sove- 
raign of a flying Saul , leaning upon his Spear, 
nigh breathleſs , panting and gazing round:to 
beg his death of ſome friendly hand ? Yes he 
was formidable, he was Sacred ſtill, for ſtill he 
had a ſignal imprels of- the Deity-upon him : 
and yet this Amalekite-kill'd him , or pretended 
he kill'd him when he could have liv'd bur a 
very little while longer ; and yet he kill'd him 
at his own entreaty , which he might inter- 
pret a Command ; and then. he. was .but- an 
Amalekite , a Stranger, a+ Foreigner : O what 
would David have faid concerning a whole Ar- 
my, not of Amalekites, but of ſuch-as were born 
his Subje&s, that ſhould arraign , condemn, 
and. cut_ off the. Anomted Head ? If his own 
Heart, his truly tender Conſcience {mote him for 
cutting off but the skirt of Saut's robe, (but as: for 
taking away his life in the height of all his per- 
ſecutions he never thought of it; in the midſt of 
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ſo many fair opportunities to have cut him off, 
he never once dreamt of it) what would he think 
of thoſe tender Conlciences whoſe teeth were ſþears, 
and whoſe. tongues were ſharp. ſwords (to ule Davids 
own exprefiion) and yet as if thoſe were nor 
arp enough with which they contiaually /lan- 
der i the Footſteps of God's Anointed , they came ar 
laſt to turn the Ax upon him as a Malefacor, 
and fo to waſh their own footſteps in his blood as one 
of the ungodly, treating him vilely, as though be had 
not been Anointed with9yl 2 
Thirdly, Ir was he'of whom we ſaid , Under his 
ſhadow we ſhall live among the Heathen. As if we 
ſhould have ſaid , Under him the Defender of 
our Faith, under him the Patron, the. very Pil- 
lar of our Church, under his Protection in ſpite 
of Rome, and all its Plots and Stratagems to un- 
dermine our Church and State ; notwithſtand- 
ing all the advantage it had by the folly and 
madneſs of Sefaries, that under the name of 
Proteſtants do the greateſt ſervice to Popery ; 
yet ſtill under his ſhadow we ſaid we ſhall live. We 
may affirm it of him without any laviſh Com- 
plement to his Memory , as Dantel applies this 
ſame Metaphor without flattery to King Nebu- 
chadnezar , Thou wert that Tree, O King , whoſe 
leaves were fair , and the fruit much, and in it was 


meat for all : the beaſts of the field had ſhadow under 
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it , and the fowls of the heavens dwelt in the boughs 
thereof. Now to hear as it were a Voice from 
Heaven denouncing , as the Watcher do's to 
King Nebuchadnezar in his Fatal dream , Hew 
the Tree down and deſtroy it, leave the ſtump only ; To 
ſee the Ax laid to the root of the Tree , under whaſe 
ſhadow we ſaid we ſhall live ! To behold him ly- 
ing proſtrate to receive the ſtroke, under whole 
Government we promis'd our ſelves many years 
of Peace and Proſperity ! For univerſal is the be- 
nign Influence of ſuch a King, who is allo a 
tender Father of his Country , whoſe Ear is 
open to every ones ſigh and every ones groan ; 
who helps the Symple to their Right , who puniſhes the 
wrong doers , who bears not the Sword in vain , yet 
is ready to extend the golden Scepter of Mercy 
as far as ever Juſtice and Prudence will give 
him leave. Though I will not fay as the bold 
Roman ſaid, that he would ask no more of 
his God than a bountiful, an excellent good 
Prince, ( etera Ceſarem rogabo, For any thing elſe 
(aid he) I can ask it of fuch a Prince : I would 
be loth to ſay one need ask no other bleſſing 
than a good King ; But this I would ſay, one 
could hardly ask of God a greater Farthly Bleſ- 
ſing than ſuch a King as excell'd in all manner 
of Goodneſs and ſhining Vertues. 
But then ſuppoſe a King of another Chara- 
| cer, 


(23) 
Cer , inſtead of one under whoſe ſhadow we ſhould 
live, ſuppoſe a Tyrant had fate on the Throne, 
had it been lawtul ro Dethrone him ? Is the 

reateſt Miſgovernment a ſufficient pretence for 
any Pope or Conſiſtory upon Earth to Depole 
a Soveraign Prince ? To Legitimate Treaſon, 
Rebellion, the Parricide of a King by his Sub- 
jets? I will only put one Cale, as hard a Cale 
as ever was , or perhaps as can be ſuppoſed, 
that is, the Caſe of Julian the Apoſtate Emperor. 
Afﬀer fo clear Conviction , after fo full Inſtru- 
tion as he had in the Chriſtian Religion, ha- 
ving, as ſome Hiſtorians report, taken one of the 
lower Orders in the Clergy befere he came to 
the Throne, after all this he renounc't his Ba- 
ptiſm , he turn'd a very Plague to the Church, 
he provd the moſt formidable Perſecutor, that 
is, 4 Tempter of his Chriſtian Subjects ro Apo- 
Raſie. He offended with that malicious Wicked- 
neſs, that the Church, not any Pope or Conſt# 
ſtory, or Aſſembly, but (which is a great deal 
more) the Catholic Church and all her Guides 
juſtly ſuppos'd he had committed that unpar- 
donable Sim againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; they lookt 
upon him as one that had cut himſelf off from 
their Body with the greateſt Excommunica- 
tion, even to Anathema Maranatha, that is, till the 


Lord come to Judgment. Now in this caſe was it 
lawful 


(24) 
lawful for Chriſtians to caſt off Him that had fo 
openly and maliciouſly caſt off his Chriſtianity ? 
We have the Judgment of the whole Church 
to the contrary : They thought themlelyes ob- 
lig'd, by S. Pauls Apoſtolical Canon, to make 
Supplications and Prazers even for Him, that what- 
ſoever he was, and howloever he behav'd him- 
ſelf toward them , they might ſtill lead a quiet and 
peaceable life m all godlneſs and honeſty. And they 
had the Grace they pray'd for , they did live 
peaceably under him , they never took upon 
them to Unking him , they drew out no Forces 
againſt him , but only their thundring Legion of 
Prayers and Tears. He. was reſtrai'd, ſaith Na- 
Zianzen , - by the mercy of God , and by the Tears of 

ood Chriſtians , which they ſhed in great abundance, 
the only remedy (faith he) that they. us'd againſt their 
Perſecutor. Such was the Practice of the Church 
conformable to the Doctrine of all her Ancient 
Fathers, none excepted. Let S. Auguſtine ſpeak 
for them all: Let-us -not attribute (faith he) the 
power of giving a Kingdom or an Empire to any but 
to the true God alone , who beſtows the happineſs of 
the Kingdom of Heaven only on the godly , but earthly 
Kingdoms on good and bad , as it pleaſes him who is 
pleas d with nothing that is unjuſt. Fe that gave 
the Government to Marius , gave it alſo to Cajus 
Cxſar. He that gave the Empire to Auguſtus, 
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gaVeit alſo to Nero : He that gave it to the Veſpa- 
tians , both Father and Son ,. who were moſt gentle 
Princes , gave it to Domitian a moſt Cruel Tyrant ; 
and that 1 may not run over all (faith S. Auguſtine, S Auguſt. 
for I Engliſh his words (till) gave it alſo to Julian on wh 
the Apoſtate. | 

Bur if Allegiance was due to a Perſecutor of 
the Church, then how much more to a Nurſmg 
Father * Such was the Anointed of the Lord that 
was taken in their Pits ;, He that as He was the 
Lords Anointed ought to have been conſider'd as 
a Sacred Perſon ; He whole Life ſhould have 
| been as dear to us as the breath of our Noſtrils, 
He #nder Whoſe ſhadow we ſaid we ſhall live : There- 
fore abſtrafting from our Duty to God and the 
King upon a Nobler Principle , his preſerva- 
tion was really the moſt conſiderable of all our 
temporal Intereſts in this World. In oppoſt- 
tion to all rheſe conſiderations I ſhall now ſer 
before you , as I have oblig'd my ſelf to doin 
the ſecond place, 

2. The Rage of Uſurping Tyrants , the 
Hypocriſte, the Villany, the Furiouſnels of theſe 
King-killers. Our Perſecutors were ſwifter than the 
Eagles of the Heaven, the Anomted of the Lord was 
taken in their Pits : Rejoyce and be glad, O Daughter of 
Edom, 8c. And if the Daughter of Edom had lo ill 
a part in that horrid buſineſs, who did but clap 

D her 
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her hands at t, then a much worſe had the 
Daughter of Babylon, whoſe hands Were ny of 
blood : In plain Engliſh then, Rejoyce , (char is) 
triumph and inſult all ye Sons of Wickedneſf, you 
the Abettors, and then- mnch more yon che 
Contrivers and Managers of this moft malicious 
Wickedneſs. Indeed you have much to glory in; 
pride your felves in your Faithfulneſs ro your 
own Covenants , to your Proteſtations of ma- 
king him a Glorious King; your way to make 
him ſo, is not to diſpatch him in the dark ; a 
Maſlacre of all the Royal Line was a noble 
Exploit for a Woman , your Predeceſlor 4tha- 
liah did worthily ; but you that are People* of 
' greater Light ſhould out-do her ; do it not as 
your Fellow-Jefuits are wont to do now a-days 
by a Buller, or Stab, or Poyjſon 3 do it with all 
che Oftentation imaginable ; try him with ex- 
quiſite Prophanation of all the Laws Divine 
and Human ; try him in the Name of all the 
' People of England , though you have not the Tenth 
man With you (as an Heroic Lady ſaid aloud in 
their High Court of Fuſtice ) do it not in a cor- 
ner , erect a Stage, fet up a Scaffold ; your 
Leader Abſalom pitcht a Fent upon the top of 
the Houle to a&t his Treaſon in , why ſhould 
not you be as open Villains as he ? Prepare your 
Engines and Pullies to faſten your King down 

| ro 
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co the Block; it well becomes your Infernal 
modeſty ; Mangle his Royal Perſon, if he makes 
any reſiſtance. But he , like Jac, when the 
Knife was made ready to lay him, believing ir 
was the determinate Counſel of God in the ſecret 
Abyls of his Judgments that he ſhould be thus 
deliver'd up to be made a Sacrifice, he would 
do nothing that might {cem to reliſt or oppoſe 
it; and he came to this reſolution , to be ſo 
entirely paſſive as he was, by hearing and apply- 
ing to himſelf (as I have been told) the Chapter 
for this day, the tory of Chriſt's Paſſion : The 
moſt Pjous King took it for granted at firſt, that 
the Reverend and Prudent Biſhop , who had 
the honour to ſerve his Devotions in that extre- 
mity , had purpolely choſen the ſecond Leſſon, 
as ſuiting exceeding well ro his Majeſties con- 
dition at that time ; but when he underſtood 
*twas the Chapter appointed in the Rubrick, 
he refleted upon it with much ſatisfaction ; for 
though he were nothing ſuperſtitious either li- 
ving or dying , yet he thought it a Leflon as 
exaCtly fitted for himſelf, as that was for the 
Eunuch , which by God's particular diſtinct 
Providence, no doubt, and not by meer 
chance, S. Philip the Evangelift overtook him 
reading to himlelf out of Tſaiah the moſt Eyan- 
gelical Prophet , concerning Mefſiah the Prince 
I D 2 


and 


(28) 
_ and his manner of ſuffering, He was led like a 
Sheep to the ſlaughter , and like a Lamb dumb before 
the ſhearer, ſo opened be not his mouth.” The bleſſed 
Mart\r believed this word of comfort was ſent 
| him from God, who, as he oftentimes adjuſts 
by his Providence the moſt conſiderable Cir- 
cumſtances of very remarkable Tranſactions, 
had order'd it ſo that he ſhould ſuffer on a day 
when his conſtant Veneration and zealous De- 
votion to our Liturgie ſhould be rewarded and 
concluded with a Goſpel according to his own 
| heart, a Goſpel as well for his Conſolation in 
his laſt Agony, as for his DireQion how to 
comport himſelf in it.. Therefore like his great 
Exemplar, though he reſiſted unto blood, yet when 
he was revil'd, be revild not again , when he ſuffer d, 
he threatned not , but committed his Cauſe to him wh 
| Judgeth righteouſly. How undaunted was he 
when he was made a Speftacle to God and An- 
gels and Men ! exposd to view on ſuch a 
Theater at the Gate of his own Palace ! to 
his own Imperial City ! to all the Foreigners 
there out of-almoſt every Nation under Hea- 
ven ! So good a Man bearing up under the 
weight. of ſo great Evils , even the Heathen 
Philoſopher would have pronounc't him for 
his Conſtancy a ſight worthy of God : Bur for the 
things that he endur'd , a ſight to. be deplor'd 


of 
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of all good men with Rivers of Tears; when 
the ſtreets were all chain'd up; when Herod's 
Men of War were rang'd on either fide of the 


way, ready to ſtrike any. body dead that ſhew'd 


bur any ſenſe of che Public Calamity : yer not- 
withſtanding their Menaces to hear the woful 
Cries of Matrons throughout the great, and 
then moſt dejeted, moſt deplorable City ! To 
ſee the Men, Women, and Children laying their 
hands on their mouths, or their mouths m the duſt,-and 
all the Sons and Daughters of our Jeruſalem weep- 
ing over one better than Saul! Then the Daughter 
of Edom Rejoycing, the Children of Edom inſulting i 
the day of our Jeruſalem , crying Down With it, down 
with it even to the ground | "Then the Daughter of 
Babylon gaping wide to ſatiateher ſelf, to quench 
her helliſh thirſt , ro make her ſelf drunk m the 
Hood of the Saint ; the Blood-Hounds ſpending 
their mouths for Juſtice and Execution againft 
their King ! The bold outragious Aflaflins 
ſhewing no more fear in acting all this , than 

He in ſuffering ic ! They were as much for 

haſtning him away as he was for going out of 
the World. They could ſcarce have the pa- 
tience to ſtay for his laſt Prayers, and yer they 
were to have a chief part in them. They ſaw 
him, like S. Stephen, kneel down , and (as if the 


Block had been no more than a Praying-Desk) 
| there 
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there intexcede with God for his Murtherers, 


Lord, lay not this ſm to their charge : And after his 


Prayers ſent to Heaven for them (which was 
always firit in his thoughts) next they ſaw how 
concern'd he was to make their peace on Earth 
too. "They could not but hear how he ſent his 
laſt Meſlage by his Ghoſtly Father to his Son 
the Heir of his Mercy , that he would do as he 
did, forgive his Enemies, his mortal Enemies, 
whom nothing could appeaſe but his Blood. 
Nay not that , though they ſeem'd to enjoy a 
great delight in bathing their accurſed hands 
in it. "Then their Joy was at the height, they 
publiſhc ic immediately by. thundring our Vol- 
lies of {hot, to carry the Report through half 
the Kingdom that the Blow was given. They 
us'd his good Name (which is as it were a mans 
other life a{ter death) as ſpightfully as they 
treated his Corps, the Venerable Ruines of 
Majeſty. They praQtis'd all Inhumanitcies on 
his Royal Progeny , impriſoning two of his 
beloved Children in the Caſtle where their 
Father had been a Captive, in hopes to kill 
them with ſad Remembrances , as it did one 
of them the Admirable Princeſs Elizabeth , the 
Melancholy of the place proving her Execu- 
tioner , and breaking her tender Heatt, while 
the reſt of the Royal Family was proſcrib'd, 

| while 
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while the Hhointed of the Lord, as he oug be to have 
been acknowledg'd, and Proclainr d, inſtead of 
pouring the Holy Oy! upon his Head , alas Hs 
had not where to lay his head ; *tis true they pre- 
ſently ſer - our a Proclamation to call Him i in, 
otherwiſe to loſe his Right of Snecefſion, if He 
did not render himſelf by ſuch a day : 'twas like- 
ly indeed His Majefty ſhould obey the Sum- 
mons from them whoſe hands were yet reaking 
- with his Fathers Blood ! No, they did not ex- 
pet it. But among the many forms they had 
to chuſe , they were pleas'd to uſe this , to ba- 
niſh Monarch 5) out of the Kingdom. . Then we 
ht take up the pmtorm. ay The Crown is 
Fay en from our Head, wo unto us for we have fanned ; 
chen_ we might ſee an Univerſal Aſtoniſhmenc 
had ſeizd upon Mankind at the wonderful and 
horrible thing that was done in our Land. © Indeed as 
the Prophet vents himſelf in the Context , The 
Kings of the Earth and all the Tababitants thereof 
n not have belieyd it ; Then we had leiſure 
enough to ſir down and bemoan our ſelves from 
one end of this Book of Lamentations to the 
other ; then in our low condition our Churches 
Enemies , both at home and abroad , were in 
their Exaltation , and we might ſay to our 
Mother, the Church of England, as Jeremiah ſaid 


in his Complaints, All thine En:mies have open'd 
their 


(32). 
their mouth agamſt thee , they hiſs and gnaſh their 
teeth , they ſaid we have ſwallow'd her up , certain) 
this is the day that we lookt for, we have found, we have 
ſeen it. | 

Now then it is high time that I come to my 
third part, and that was this. 

How manifeſt and how ſevere the Divine 
Revenge has been on theſe men of Blood , and 
how it far'd with thele King-killers, as they are 
threatned in my Text , who did but Rejoyce at | 
what was done, but were not the Doers of it; 
yet the Cup, that is, the (up of trembling in the hand 
of the Lord ſhall paſs through unto them. 5 
. -Thetime would fail me bur barely to men- 
tion thoſe, that having embru'd their hands in 
the Blood of Kings, have been diſcover'd by ex- 
traordinary means, and then have been puniſht 
with a Judgement worthy of God ; But I ſhall con- 
fine my Diſcourſe, and only ſhew what great 
and fearful Vengeance has fallen upon thoſe that 
have murder'd Kings in a way they pretended 
to be as Legal as it was Solemn and Formal. Of 
this kind , I think, I may ſafely ſay there have 
been in all Hiſtory from the beginning of the 
World to this day but two inſtances, That op- 
preſt Prince of Sicily, of whom I ſpoke, and the 
Royal Saint of this Day, The Martyr of England. 

And firſt for the Nobility and People of S:- 
ctly, 


(33) 
cily , of whom too many conlented openly and 
expreſly to the Sentence of Death upon their 
King, and very many contributed to it by their 
Revolting from Him ; "They were fo plagu'd 
wich their French Thrants for above Seventeen 
years, as ſcarce any written Story affords a pa- 


rallel. We read how their new Maſters * with | 45% 


their Pride , their Luxury , their Cruelty made « prey 
of the whole Kingdom ; domineering over the Nobility 
. as well as over the Common People ; ſo intent they were 
upon rapine , to gratifie their Avarice, and their Luſt, 
that there was nothing but proſcribing Men of Eſtates, 
baniſhing of Citizens, forcing the Women of Quality to 
ſuch Marriages as they abhorr'd, nay often raviſhing 
them openly in times of Peace : Beſides , all the while 
exafting incredible Taxes and Tributes of the enſlavd 
Nation ; And then thele Exactors would be paid 
for being at the pains to harals and ſpoil their 
Country ; As when their Predeceſſors, the bar- 
barous Garls ſackt Old Rome, Brennus their King 
beſides that he demanded lo many thouſand 
weight in Goid,pur his broad Sword into the Scale, 
and would nave the weight of thatinto the bar- 
gain. Atlaſt they ſent a certain Prelate, a good 
Patriot, to repreſent their unſufferable grievances 
to the Pope, which Ambaſſador of theirs in a 
ſtyle, it ſeems, was faſhionable then, (though 


methinks not very becoming his Order) addreſt 
E | himſelf 
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himfelf thus to his HolineF in the prefence and 
hearing of the French Uſurper himſelf, Son'of David, 
my Daughter (meaning the Kingdom of Sicily ) is 
grievouſly -vexed with a Devi. Bur this plain- 
dealer found no betrer effect of his Embaſly than 
as ſoon as he had deliver'd his Meflage , to be 
ſeiz'd upon and imprifon'd ; and ſtill the wretch- 
ed Nation groan'd under Opprefſions beyond 
all human patience , till at laſt their Cry to 
Heaven for Vengeance, on their moſt barba- | 
rous Oppreſfors , grew louder than even the 
blood of their King that had cry'd for Ven- 
geance hitherto againſt his People. 

And then, as it had pleas'd God to make the 
French Conquerors his Inſtruments to plague 
the Sicilians for the blood of their King ; fo the 
fame Juſt God fuffer'd the Sicilians to extirpate 
from among them the French that had extort- 
ed their conſent ro that monſtrous Parricide. 
For the Pope's Creature , Charles of Anjou , he 
that got the Kingdom by the Authority of the Apo- 
ftolic See , and by the moſt inſtant prayers of the 
Pope of Rome , I give you the very words of 
the Writer of the Pope's Annals, who for the 
good ſervice this Prince had done them, is 
pleasd to ſtyle him The Brave Enlarger of the 
Rights of the Roman Church, (as if tt had been one 
of their R:ghts to make a Royal Head fly = 
al 


(35) 
fall at their feet) yet after all this in the juſt re- 
tribution of God's Judgments , this Champion to 
ſo many Popes was ruin'd himſelf by a Pope, 
that was Nicholas the T hird ; of whom that ſame 
Hiſtorian of theirs confelles, that every one of their 
Writers do moſt expreſly agree m this , that Pope 
Nicholas came into the buſineſs, being ſolicited to it 
by John of Prochyta, (a Nobleman whoſe Wife 
che French had violated.) Though indeed that 
Pope did not live to ſee the end; but was taken 
away himſelf before the Plot , which he had 
been forming , had taken its great effect. But 
as our bleſſed Saviour tells the Jews , It cannot 
be that a Prophet ſhould periſh out of Jeruſalem , fo 
one would have thought by the carriage of 
thoſe who fate at the Helm of that Church, 
that they reſented ir as an indignity, as a ſhame 
to Rome, if a Prince were undone by a Plot 
that had not been ripen'd there, and brought 
to perfection ; one would have thought they 
maintain'd it. as a point of Prerogative in the 
Court of Rowe, that there ſhould be no Plot for 
a Maſſacre of 2 whole People without a Pope at 
one end of it; I mean applauding it at leaſt 
when it was done, or even ſetting them on to 
do it, as it was in.;thanfoul Tranſa&tion. For 
the Author that giv&.ciethe belt light into this 
deed of Darkneſs , affirms dire&ly, that John of 
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Prochyta- (who with incredible ſubtilry and un- 
wearied induſtry had travel'd in-the proſecution 
of this affair) eafily drew Pope Nicholas to be one 
of the Partners and Abettors-of the (onſpiracy, and 
made an Agreement with him , ordering it fo, that 


Peter of Arragon ſhould be. ready with a Fleet at 
Sea to afſiſt them , that a crafty Deſizn ſudden and | 


bloody ſhould be contri d by the Sicilians apainſt the 
French : Whereupon follow'd that cruel Mafſa- 
cre , as cruel as that of the Proteſtants in Paris, 
or as even that miſerable Butchery in the late 
Iriſh Rebellion ; there follow'd, I fay, the famous 
Sicilian Veſþers , when all the Frak rhroughout 
the Ililand, all the Men, Women and Children, 
very few eſcaping, were at the ringing ofthe Bell 
to Veſpers, at the moſt Solemn Feſtival rime of 
Eaſter , without any diſtinCtion or mercy , ſur- 
priz'd and Affaſſmated. .-The' very Sicilian Wo- 
men whom the'French had abus'd, their Women 
with Child by them were ript up , and the 
wretched Infants thus forc't 'intozthe World, 
were immediately daſht againſt then Stones. A 
great opportunity 'was given to do- ail this, 
when their Intruding King was abſent from his 
Kingdom , which he never recover'd ore, 
aſter ſo many fair warnwilis given him of che 
coming blow , as if heiad been infatuated: or 
blinded at leaſt by Heaven , for having been 
{o 
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fo barbarous as to be an Eye-witnels of the 
Regicide, whilit ( onradine was pur to death ; Ju- 
dicio publico, Pontificis Conſilio, contra Decus Regium, 
fays the Author but now mention'd, It was done 
in a public Tudicial manner , by the Pope's Advice, 
in contempt of the Majeſty of Kings. As for the 
principal Murderer the Wſurper himſelf, we may 
look upon it as the heavieft Judgment of all 
that could fall upon Him, that notwirthſtand- 
ing his late adverſe Fortune, yer ſtill much com- 


forting himſelf in what he had dane in Sicily 5** Sponda 


out of his pure Devotion to the Papacy , he dy'd 
in his Bed ; and ſo without ſhewing any ſigns 
of true Repentance dy'd our great Parricide, 
whom they called Protector. 

And now to give ſome account of that cruel 
vile Aſſaſſin, the Engliſh Phocas , and of his 
puniſhraent in this life, as well as of his fearful 
end : It pleas'd God firſt ro make him and his 
Party Scourges to one another, and then their 
own Tormentors. It has been ſaid, One Serpent 
devouring another becomes a Dragon; then what was 
he for a Monſter that cruſht and ear up ſo.ma- 
117 of his own Serpentine Race that ſtood in 
his way ? But having mounted to the Top of 
all -his vain falſe Glory , yet he was till one 
of the moſt miſerable of all the Living ; Do 


not think I aggravate any thing ; I ſpeak it up- 
on 
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on good Evidence (as I my ſelf have receiv'd it) 
from ſome that continued about that Hſurper, 
but were only the Fuſhais about Abſalom to 
ſerve the King, that his Life was a Hell upon 
Earth, and he was a Legion of Devils to him- 
ſelf, that the Image of his Murder'd Prince 
ſeem'd to his guilty Conſcience often before his 
Eyes, that it made him tremble at Midnight, 
ſtart up and rave in his broken ſleeps, eſpecially 
toward his latter end ; Then it ſeem'd to warn 
and ſummon him in the Language of Samuel's 
Ghoſt to rebellious Saul, Thou ſhalt be with me to 
morrow, not as in Bliſs, but with him in the 
ſtate of the Dead. And when the Earth that had 
ſo long groan'd under him was unburden'd of 
him, then this mcredible Combination of Villains 
were perfectly an Army of Philiſtines in their En- 
thuſiaſtic fit threſhing and beating down one 
another. But when God's time was come, that- 
glorious 29" of May to comfort us again for 
the 3o'" of January; Then God made bare his Arm, - 
prepar'd his Inſtruments of Death, and ordam'd his 
Arrows againſt his Perſecutors. And how did 
thoſe John-a- Leydens , thoſe cruel Impoſtors, 
ſhow the very Fanaticiſm of Fanaticiſm when they 
came to ſuffer themſelves 2 They went out of 
the World much at the ſame rate as {ince , the 
ſtrange Brood of Canibals, ſo they are pony 
yld, 
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ſtyl'd, a Race of new fierce Monſters, begotten by 
theſe old ones , have lately done in His Ma- 
jeſties other Kingdom , ſo did our bloody Mil- 
creants go with a wild Enthuſiaſm upon them 
to their own place. Then every Woman 
could ſhew , as ſhe walk the ſtreets, the Head 
of an Holofernes of this or that Major General 
of thoſe Scarlet Simners againſt their own Souls, 
upon all the high places of the City. If we 
refle& on the Miracle of our Deliverance from 
the Fury of thoſe Oppreflors without ſhedding 
one drop of blood , except by the Sword of 
Juſtice , we muſt confeſs the hand of God was 
illuſtriouſly viſible in bringing theſe Murtherers 
to Juſtice, expoſing their Heads and Limbs 
near the ſame place where they had acted that 
execrable Aſſaſſination on their Soveraign Lord. 
Even fo the Providence of God contriy'd and 
order'd it to avenge the Blood of Chriſt upon 
the Jews where they had condemn'd our Sa- 
viour the Prince of Life , of whom they were the Be- 
trayers and Murderers, demanding with loud 
voices that he might be Cracifid , for fear the 
people ſhould even take him by force and make him their 
King, (as by his Birthright he was) and then 
che Romans (as their Polittc High Prieft appre- 
hended) fhould come and take away both their place 


and Nation ; what they fear'd came to pals, for 
not 
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not long after the Romans dilplaying their dread- 
ful Eagles in their Banners , came againſt thoſe 
his Perſecutors , whom my Text makes ſwifter 
than Eagles, as Birds of Prey, yer they could nei- 
ther fight nor fly when Jeruſalon was beſieg'd 
and belet round with Crofles hung with the cru- 
city'd bodies of the Jews themlelves. It Joſephus, 
who was no fanciful Rabbi, had any reaſon ro 
think this great. Deſtruction came upon thoſe 
his Country-men for the death of S. James the. 
Juſt, the Brother of our Lord, and the firit Biſhop 
of Jeruſalem , whom they threw dowa from a 
Pinnacle of the Temple ; then ſure the ſhed- 
ding of this Sacred Blood, the Murder of this 
Juſt Perſon, this Incomparable Prince, is a ſu- 
perabundant account of all the Vengeance that 
came upon his unjuſt and moſt impious Judges. 
But what could ten thouſand of their lives make 
amends for their taking away of His ? for their 
quenching the Light of Iſrael? What had He ever 
done to afford them any colour or pretence for 
ſuch an ugly Sentence ? (that was the King's own 
word for it.) Which of his Enemies could have 
provd any part of that Diabolical Charge in 
which they ſtyl'd Him a Tyrant ? Indeed one 
Pen dipt in the poylon of Aſps, did ſo overflow 
with Gall and Venom, as to let fall ſome dam- 
nable Aſperſions on his Memory, I mean that 
ſame 
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fame vile mercenary Satyrift that writ for the 
worthy good Old:(awe, in juſtification of this 
prodigious Murder. It was the ſame Author, 
and ( if poſſible) worſe than an Atheiſt, that 
writ alſo upon Divorce, to make Adultery as 
well as Murder as lawful ia themſelves, as they 
were delightful ro him. He, whom ir pleas'd 
God to firike with blindneſs, as he truck thoſe 
' Sodomites that durſt attempr to vielate even An- 
gelical Purity. But as His Sacred Majeſty 
chought it beneath Him, as a Soyeraign Prince, 
to ſtand upon his Defence , and prove Himſelf 
not Guilty to ſuch a Crew of Villains as his 
Judges; ſoit is too much Honour for ſuch an 
execrable Wretch to have his black Calumny 
at all be conſider'd in the Cauſe of fo Great and 
ſo Good a King. When an unworthy man, 
one M. Nevius, had the hardinel(s to accuſe the 
moſt Noble Scipio Africanus to the People of 
Rome for his Male-Adminiftration of the Com- 
monwealth, He anſwer'd thus for himſelf: © Ro- 
«© mans (aid he) I call te mind that this was 
| © the very day of the Month fo many years a- 
« go, when in 4 bloody Fight I overcame that 
« great Hanibal the Carthaginian , the moſt im- 
« placable Enemy of this Empire, and brought 
<« you home from Africa both a Vidtory and a 
© Peace beyond your hopes or -expectations. 

CC Let 
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© Let us not then be ungrateful ({aid he) to the 
< Immortal Gods, but (laid he) let us leave this 
< Knave, and go forthwith to the Temple of 
* Jupiter to give him thanks. Which having ſaid, 
he role, and marcht toward the (apitol , fol- 
low'd. by the whole Aſſembly - that were met 
to give Judgment 'upon him , but hereupon 
leaving that baſe Tribune haranguing to him- 
ſelf, they attended the Great Scipio to the Capi- 
tol, where having offer'd a Sacrifice , they wait- 
ed upon him home with an Univerſal Accla- 
mation. ' Might I preſume to put any words 
into the Mouth of a King that is now in Hea- 
ven, they ſhould be ſuch as theſe. * This was 
« the day when I gave the Tyrant Cromwell a 
© mighty Overthrow, when Tovercame the World ;. 
&« when 1 was more than Conqueror through him that 
« boyed me. * TT his was the day. when I obtain'd 
<« not only a great Victory, bur a laſting Peace: 
« It was my. Coronation-day, not with the loud 
« Applauſes of men , but of Angels ; My Name 
© ſhall be had.in everlaſting remembrance , and I ſhall 
&« {ear no evil report. So let the Saint be joyful with 
Glory, Let him. rejoyce # bis place of reſt. And for 
_ our ſelves, ſcorning and deteſting their falſe Ac- 
cnſations of his Innocence, let us alſo for this 
time lay alide bur own Lamentations for him ; 
but turn them into Praiſes and thanks to _ 

; or 
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for all the Graces that ſhin'd and ſhew'd forth 
themſelves in the Life and Death of this won- 
derful Perſon. | 

Nay , let it ſerve to animate every one of us 
in theſe Deſponding times, that dear in the ſight 
of the Lord is the death of his Saints ; For the lake 
of his beloved Martyr , whom now he delights 
ro honour , 1 am forward to hope and believe 
Almighty God has many tender mercies , has 
many Wiracles of mercies yet in ſtore for us. 
That Heroic Prince, the Emperor T heodoſins, 
a little before his laſt ſickneſs, ſeeing the Ene- 
my braving his Army at a narrow pals, leapt 
trom his Horſe, and putting himlelf at the head 
of his Men, advanc't before them ſingle , and 
running to encounter them alone, if none 
would ſecond him, he cry'd aloud , Where is the 
God of T heodoſuus * So animaring his Souldiers to 
follow him , he repreſt God's Enemies and his 
own. He ſpoke thus (lays S. Ambroſe in his Funeral 
Oration upon him) when he was gomg to Chriſt ; for 
who ((aith he) could have ſpoken at this rate, but be 
that was conſcious to himſelf of his being united to Chriſt ? 
But a far higher expreſſion, a much greater 
Action than this, was that of our Royal Martyr ; 
when His Majeſty walking very faſt , and bid- 
ding them 20 faſter , as the Regiment of Foor 
with Colours flying and Drums beating , had + 
F 2 the 
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che curſed Office of Guarding hit erofs the 
Park to the Fatal place ; He told them, that he 
went now before them to ſtrive for a Heavenly Crown 
with leſs folicitunde than he had often incourag'd his 
. Soldiers to fight for an earthly Diadem : bur a few 
minutes after he ſpake with as full , as perfect 
aſturance (as T heodoſius , ſhall I ſay, nay) as S. 
Paul ; when that Apoſtle not long before the 
Perſecutors of rhe Chriſtian Faith condemn'd 
and beheaded him, was able to fay, I have 
fmiſht my courſe , henceforth there is laid up for me a 
Crown'sf Glory : So theKing , juſt ready to be 
alorify'd, was heard to ſay, triumphing over the 
Ax, I go from a corruptible to an incorruptible Crown, 
where no diſturbance 'can be , no diſturbance in the 
World. Now the prayers of ont Holy King 
when he was thus going to God, and full of 
God, are upon the File for us ſtill : Let none of 
us then be rempred to defpair of a happy iflne 
our of our preſent difficulties : we muſt wreſtle 
with God, and may yet hope to prevail, till 
we may plead with him thus, when with a 
pious confidence we call upon him, Where is 
the God of King Charles the Martyr ? But O 
where is now- the eminent Virtue ? where is 
the regular Devotion ? where is the tranſcen- 
dent Sanctity of the Royal Martyr 2 We muſt 
all ſeek Thar and purſue it, we muſt imitate Him 

in 
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in all boly Converfation and Godlineſs, elſe we can 
never invoke the God that was His, with any 
well-grounded aſſurance that he will be Ours. 
Methinks the Saint in Glory ſeems to be calling 
upon us in a Voice from Heaven , Be ye Fol- 
lowers of me even as T was of Chriſt. Methinks, as 
the Apoſtle ſays of the righteous Abel, ſo long a 
time after he was murder d , He being dead yet 
ſpeaketh , teaching us now with Authority, and 
exhorting us , Follow Peace and HolineſS, without 
which no man ſhall fee the Lord ; He comes as it 
were from the dead this day, a Royal Preacher 
of Repentance, willing us to conſider the things* 
that belong to our peace , before they be hid - from our 
eyes, If thoſe great Conſderations which may 
be urg'd upon us in general , as we are Chri- 
ſtians, the Duty that all of us owe to Almighty 
God , the Faith we all have plighted to Chriſt 
when we were made Chriſtians ; If theſe very 
weighty Conſiderations have not their juſt effect 
upon us; If we are not wrought upon and 
foftned by our particular Obligations , by the 
Juſtice and Natural kindneſs that is due from - 
ns to thoſe Pledges we have given the World, 
that we may not deliver the next Age to our 
Poſterity ſo much worſe than- we receiy'd the 
laſt from our Forefathers , that we may not 


leave the Children of our own Bowels a World 
| not: 
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not worth the living in, at leaſt not in thoſe 
parts of it where we muſt live or no where ; It 
we are not terrify'd and frighted with the very 
thought of the multitude of Souls , as well as 
Lives, that would undoubtedly periſh in another 
War, ſhould we ſtill provoke Almighty God 
by our Impieties to take away the Bleſſmg of 
Peace from us ; It all theſe powerful Arguments 
do not abſolutely prevail with us all , and per- 
{wade us to have ſome compaſſion upon our 
Church and Country in thele perillous Times, 
by ſtriving to mend them, or our ſelves at leaſt ; 
*then give me leave to uſe the laſt, I hope, on 
T his Day molt effe&tual Motive : As Demoſthenes 
adjures his Country-men to an undaunted great- 
nels of mind in a time of imminent dangers 
by the Souls of thoſe brave Men that were ſlain m the 
| Battle of Marathon ; ſo give me leave to adjure 
you not only by the precious memory of thoſe 
moſt Noble, moſt LoyaF Patriots that loſt their 
lives in the high places, Fighting or Suffering 
for their God and their King in our late Civil 
Wars , but allo by the dear Remembrance of 
our dying King, and as he ſtyl'd Himſelf almoſt 
with his laſt breath , The Martyr for his People : 
Let his matchleſs Piety , his extenſive Charity, 
his invincible Patience, his exemplary Tem- 


perance and Chaſtity , his Chriſtian Magnani- 


mity, 
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mity , his unchangeable Fidelity and Zeal for 
the Church in which we were born and Ba- 
ptiz'd, be no longer our Admiration only , bur 
let it be our lawful worthy Ambition to be like 
the King , that we may one day follow him, -and 

Come unto Mount Sion , and unto the City of the Li- 
vins God , the Heavenly feruſalem , and to an innu- 

 merable Company of Angels , to the general Aſſembly 
and Church of the Firſt-born which are written in 

Heaven, and to God the Judge of all , and to the Spis . 
rits of Juſt men made perfeft , and to Jeſus the Me- 
diator of the New Covenant , and to the blood of 

Sprinkling , which ſpeaketh better thimgs than that of 

Abel, which ſpeakerth better things than the Blood 

of King Charles the Martyr. 


Now unto the King Eternal , Immortal , Inviſible, 
the only Wiſe God be Honour and Glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. | 


THE END. 


